
Saint Rafka Maronite

Epiphany of the Lord 

 We have all had experiences of stumbling 
around in the dark, stumbling feeling around for 
something familiar, only to trip over something 
unseen or become frightened by something we 
think we might hear. Pitch darkness can even be 
disorienting when we are unfamiliar with where we 
are. Unsurprisingly, people before the invention of 
electric lights associated this darkness of night with 
death, and the eagerly awaited light of the morning 
with life. 

 Having celebrated the great feast itself a few 
days ago, today we celebrate the first of several 
Sundays dedicated to the Epiphany, the memorial 
of our Lord Jesus Christ’s baptism. In Syriac, our 
tradition calls the feast denho or dawn referring to 
the passage in Zechariah 6:12 in the ancient Syriac 
version of the bible, known as the Peshitta, “His 

Catholics of the East in the Upstate! 
1215 S. Highway 14, Greer, SC 29650  864.469.9119 

saintrafka.org  saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

7,
 2

01
8

Saint Rafka Maronite Church is a Catholic 
Parish of the Antiochene Syriac Maronite 

Church, Eparchy of Saint Maron of 
Brooklyn, NY, Most Rev. Gregory John 
Mansour, Bishop, 109 Remsen Street, 
Brooklyn, NY, 11201, 718.237.9913. 

chancerystmaron@verizon.net   

Rev. Bartholomew Leon,  
Administrator, 

 bartleon@gmail.com 

 Pastor’s Advisory Council     
   Ramiz Askar,  

Marlene Saad Secretary 
Richard Sleiman, Chairman 

Paul Sleiman, Linda Wickett, 
 Jack Yacu  

Finance Committee 
   George Azan, Joseph Chebeir, Chairman 

   Tony Sleiman, Paula Howard-Casby 

Administration 

Richard, Wickett, Financial Secretary 

Joseph Chebeir, Scott Herr, 
Administrative Assistants to the Pastor 

Continued next page

http://saintrafka.org
mailto:saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com
mailto:chancerystmaron@verizon.net
mailto:bartleon@gmail.com
mailto:ramizaskar@yahoo.com
mailto:mksaad@bellsouth.net
mailto:richardsleiman@aol.com
mailto:PaulSleiman1@aol.com
mailto:ROSESWICK@AOL.COM
mailto:jackyacu22@gmail.com
mailto:no_reply@apple.com?subject=
mailto:jchebeir@hotmail.com
mailto:Antoinesleiman@aol.com?subject=
mailto:pjhoward74@hotmail.com
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net
http://saintrafka.org
mailto:saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com
mailto:chancerystmaron@verizon.net
mailto:bartleon@gmail.com
mailto:ramizaskar@yahoo.com
mailto:mksaad@bellsouth.net
mailto:richardsleiman@aol.com
mailto:PaulSleiman1@aol.com
mailto:ROSESWICK@AOL.COM
mailto:jackyacu22@gmail.com
mailto:no_reply@apple.com?subject=
mailto:jchebeir@hotmail.com
mailto:Antoinesleiman@aol.com?subject=
mailto:pjhoward74@hotmail.com
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net


name is Dawn (denho), and He shall dawn from below.” Why is our Lord and His baptism 
called dawn by the Prophet Zechariah? 

 As we reflected upon for the Consecration and Renewal of the Church, Christ 
established, in His love and mercy, the Church as His Bride as a means of bringing all of 
humanity in union with Him. Throughout the Season of Announcements we reflected upon 
how the Old Testament expressed the Bride’s anticipation of her Groom’s coming 
throughout the ages. Finally, we saw how John the Baptist is the forerunner of Christ who 
was sent to prepare things, much like a best man for a groom. In this role, John the Baptist 
prepared the rite of his baptism that was a placeholder and anticipation of the baptism of 
Christ, Who baptizes with “the Holy Spirit and fire” (Luke 3:16). Jesus knew humanity was 
“walking in [the] darkness” (Is. 9:2) of sin, wandering far away from Him. But in His mercy, 
just as He descended from heaven in His humility, He descended to the Jordan River where 
He had sent John the Baptist. John the Baptist hesitated to baptize Him at first because he 
knew he could not give anything to Jesus, Who created all things. John was correct, for 
Jesus had no need of baptism, just like He had no need to become a weak human since He 
is our all-powerful God. But it was in Christ’s love of humanity that He descended to the 
Jordan so that the waters of baptism themselves may be sanctified for He is the Pure One 
Who chose water as a means of spiritually purifying us, giving us eternal life, and sharing 
with us His divinity, which is why St. Paul says, “All of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Gal 3:27). 

 The Light that has dawned from below is the eternal Light from above, Who came 
dawn to illumine those who were blinded by the dark gloom of sin. As St. Jacob of Sarug 
said in his homily on the Epiphany, Christ was in want of nothing except to bring Adam 
back up from the pit of death, which he entered through sin. And by Christ shining His light 
upon the world and granting the opportunity for us to put Him on by baptism, He allowed 
us to enter into the Trinity, Who appeared fully for the first time in history of humanity at His 
baptism – the voice of the Father, the Son in the Jordan, and the Holy Spirit taking the 
visible sign of a dove (Luke 3:22). The Light which has dawned from below not only opened 
our eyes to the reality of our God, but has invited us to share in His divinity if we partake of 
the baptism He sanctified for us and follow what He has asked us through His Bride. 

First Sunday Holy Hour 

Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
Chaplet of Mercy 

Confessions 

Sunday, January 7, 2018 
3 PM



Abouna’s 
Corner

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Happy Epiphany! 

The culmination of the Season of Announcement is upon us as we celebrate the Theophany 
of the Lord! Today we hear the voice of the Father Himself speaking to those gathered at the 
Jordan - “This is my son, my beloved!” If there was any doubt before, it has been eliminated 
by the Father Himself! 

As part of our Epiphany celebration, we have a Potluck Luncheon this Sunday, but in a 
slightly different format. You bring the side dishes, salads, and desserts. The parish, through 
the generosity of a friend, will provide the chicken. We will have fried chicken as as well as 
grilled smoked chicken. See the chart further on in the bulletin to know what to bring. This 
month, the Dominican Sisters that teach at Saint Mary school will be our honor guest for 
liturgy and lunch. Come out and meet them! 

A big thank you to parishioners, friends and supporters who sent in end of the year gifts to 
the church. These gifts are greatly appreciated and help fill in any deficits in weekly budgets 
and also build up our Building Fund.  

This coming week, I will be heading to Palm Beach, FL, to attend the Maronite priests 
annual retreat. Each year the priests gather with Bishop Gregory to have a time of prayer, 
rest and relaxation together on the Atlantic shore. After all the cold weather of the past 
week, I will be glad to get away to a slightly warmer climate! Since I am gone, and the 
priests of the Diocese of Charleston are away at their annual convocation, there will not be 
Ramsho and Devotions on Tuesday or Divine Liturgy on Wednesday. The normal schedule 
resumes next week. 

Continue to pray for the many sick people in our parish and for those who care for them 
with quiet dignity and grace. May God place his healing hand upon our beloved and restore 
them if it is His Holy Will! 

Happy Epiphany! Salaam!  

Ab. Bart 



Calendar of Events
January 
6, 4 PM, Divine Liturgy 
 Epiphany, Holy Day of Obligation 
7, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 Epiphany Luncheon 
 3 PM, First Sunday Devotions 
 7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy 
8, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic ESL Classes, Francis House 
 7 PM, KC Meeting, Wickett Hall 
9, NO RAMSHO 
10, NO DIVINE LITURGY - Abouna on retreat 
13,  4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
14, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
15, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic ESL Classes,  
  Francis House 
16, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics 
17, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
  Anointing of the Sick 
20, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
21, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
22, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic ESL Classes,  
  Francis House 
23, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics 
24, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
  Anointing of the Sick 
27, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 

Ramsho and Blessing with the 
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel 
Nimatullah, and the Massabki 
Brothers Tuesday evening, 6:30 
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come 
to offer the evening sacrifice and 
ask God’s blessing, healing, 
mercy and compassion through 
these holy men and women. 



Christmas Flower Memorials 

In Memory of Bishop Andrew Pataki Anonymous

In Memory of Bussemey Family Members & Lemirs Family 
Members Paul & Joan Bussemey

In Memory of Tina Cheshire Kenneth Cheshire

Diane Satori Tom and Joan Craven

Larry Kennedy Tom and Joan Craven

James Berling Tom and Joan Craven

Stephanie Dannels Tom and Joan Craven

Eugene Tabish Tom and Joan Craven

In Memory of ourbeloved son, Kevin Davis John and Joanna Davis

In Memory of Ann & Jules Dursse Mike & BJ Dursse

In Memory of Paul Gallagher & the Parents of Elizabeth 
Gallagher Elizabeth Gallagher

Richard Anthony Kalata Mark and Dee Kalata

Dolores and George Harvey Mark and Dee Kalata

Catherine and Anthony Kalata, Sr. Mark and Dee Kalata

Helen and Alfred Wickett Mark and Dee Kalata

Henry Wickett Mark and Dee Kalata

Georgey Harvey Mark and Dee Kalata

Captain Joseph E. & Margaret W. Leon Abouna

In Memory of Deceased members of Leonardi & Yellico 
families Mary and Paul Leonardi

In Memory of Debra Anne Zerella & Jennifer Marie Zerella Mary Anne and Bill McAfee

In Memory of Curtis Manning Bernadette Mileski

In Memory of Stanley and Sophie Mileski Bernadette Mileski

In Memory of Felix and Martha Krosinski Bernadette Mileski

In Memory of Frank and Mary Mileski Bernadette Mileski

In Memory of Donald Shunk Bernadette Mileski

The Boes and Nassif Families Dr. Fadi and Roberta Nassif

In Memory of Lillian & Anthony Deluca Helen & Billy Rouch

In Memory Of / In Honor Of Donor



In Memory of George & Inez Smith and Vic & Mary Zielinski Lois Smith

In Memory of Anthony T Beatrice & Anthony M. Giovio Donna Stafford

In Memory of Anthony T Beatrice & Anthony M. Giovio Donna Stafford

Rev. Bartholomew Leon, Mark & Dee Kalata, Chuck & Kathy 
Wilson Linda and Richard Wickett

In Memory of Richard Anthony Kalata, Katherine Harvey, 
Joseph & Alice Atkinson Linda and Richard Wickett

In Memory of Betty Wilson, Hartsel Wilson, Richard Kalata, 
& Adam Campbell Kathy and Chuck Wilson

Sunday, January 7
First Sunday of the Month

Second Collection
Building Fund

Many thanks for your generosity!



Vocation to the Priesthood? 

Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary will be holding a discernment weekend 
from Friday April 13 to Sunday April 15 in Washington DC. If you know of anyone 
discerning a vocation to the priesthood, or would like to know more, please give 
him Fr. Dominique Hanna’s phone number (404-525-2505).

The winter meeting of the Greenville Deanery Council of Catholic Women 
will be held on Sunday, January 21st at 2:00 p.m. in the cafeteria of the St. 
Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, 307 Gower Street, Greenville, 29611.  The 
members of the St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Women’s Council will be our 
host and provide a lunch.  The Deanery Board of Directors will meet at 1:00 
p.m. in the same location. 
  
Plans for community projects and a spiritual retreat in February are among the 
items on the agenda.  All Affiliate and Individual Members are encouraged to 
attend.  We also invite women from all Upstate parishes to join us and 
become involved in the work of the Deanery. 
  
Contact Greenville Deanery President Susanne Wolfe at 
susanne.wolfe12@gmail.com or 864-313-5866 for more information.  GOD’S 
WORK, OUR HANDS!” 
  
Additional information:  The spiritual retreat planned for February is to attend 
Matthew Kelley’s Passion & Purpose event held at St. Peter’s Catholic Church 
in Beaufort, SC.  Additionally, a visit to the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Joyful Hope in Kingstree, SC is 
planned.  Please see attached flyer for all details.  
You can easily include the flyer in your digital 
bulletins, if you wish. 
  
Please contact me if you have any questions.  We 
look forward to the women of your parish joining 
us in fellowship, inspiration, and God’s work!

mailto:susanne.wolfe12@gmail.com
mailto:susanne.wolfe12@gmail.com


Dear Friends,        Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease 
 
Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep 
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant. 
 
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job 
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and 
with more freedom. 
 
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a 
deceased donor kidney.  Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years, 
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years. 
 
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a 
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's 
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling 
pressured in any way. 
 
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are 
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about 
kidney donation: 
 
•  Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life. 
 
•  As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is 
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests. 
 
•  Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you 
more information. 
 
•  Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.  
 
•   Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs 
involving heavy lifting. 

 

What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will 
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate 
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.  
 
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor 
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594. 
 
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the 
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the 
waiting list. 
 
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.  
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski   864-201-2480  Greer, SC    November 25, 2017 

A Unique Parishioner Call for Help 



 Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the 
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the 
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing 
in Grace and numbers.

Adult Religious Education 

Religious formation never ends! We are never too old to learn! Adult Religious Education Classes meet at 
7:15 PM, right after the Ramsho and Devotions in Wicket Hall. This fall, the class will concentrate on the 
Divine Liturgy and the Holy Mass of the various Churches, their structures, similarities and differences. 
We will also examine the Liturgical Year and the Liturgy of the Hours. Join us and bring a friend who 
may be interested in learning about the Maronite Church and liturgy.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation 

Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner 
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education 
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes. 
Contact the Church Office to register. 

English/Arabic Classes  

We now have English classes (ESL), which will be be team taught by Alex Roman, Shea Menge, 
and Scott Herr. The Arabic lessons will follow, and they will be taught by Mona Ayoub Achi. 
Class begins at 6:30 PM in Francis House. Free and open to all. 

 

 إبتداءً   من   نهار   أإلثنین   ٢   تشرین   األول,   ٢٠١٧   الساعة   ٦,٣٠   مساءً   في   منزل   فرنسیس,
 وُأسبوعیاً      ُیعطي"   سكوط   هّر",   "ألیكس   رومان"   و"   شي   منجي"   دروٌس   في   اللغة

 االنكلیزیة,   یتبُعها   دروٌس   في   اللغة   العربیة      ُتَعلِّمها   "   منى   العشي".   ُتعطى   هذه   الدروس
 مجاناً   وُنرحب   بجمیع   المشاركین.

A petition is to support Christians in the Middle East who have courageously 
stayed in their countries or are returning to them. Please visit and sign.

http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term
http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term
http://www.ststephenmaronite.org
http://www.ststephenmaronite.org


Prayer List

Ed Rauch, Mike Georgion, 
Nancy Georgion Jack Yacu, 
Houda Askar, Montaha Achi, 
Jim Hopsecger, Recovery of 
RS, Ashley Mullinex, Bill 
McAfee, B i l l Leon, Sr. , 
C h a r l e y D u s t h i m e r , 
Bernadette Smith, Claire 
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel 
Brassel , Katr ina Shunk, 
Chuck Wilson, George Vargo, 
Dan Steinker, Irma Galvan, 
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire, 
Mary Anne McAfee, Tish 
Oney, Lois Taylor, Virginia 
LaFave, Nabeel Howard, 
Father M. T. Phillips, Paul 
Co te and Fami l y, Pau l 
Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman, 
M o e M e r c i e r , J o a n 
Bussemey, Special Intention 
by Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe 
Durham, Michae l Bays, 
Patrick Lavelle, Tara Galvin, 
Susan Connor, Bill Hines, 
Beth Banks, Andrea Fiorni-
Fraz ier, Shawn Sexton, 
Robert Mercier, James and 
Kale igh, Mark Pel let ier, 
Antonella, Stephanie, Derek 
Gera rd So lomon , JoAn 
Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka, 
Family of Colbert Arthur, 
Berma Darlene Bell, Terry 
Vadnais, Elaine Gillen, Amy 
Hunter, Shawn Sexton, Cindy 
Miller, Adrian Kassentar, Beth 
Hopsecger, Mark Barnard, 
Special Intention of MKS, 
Janice Radich, Paula Lemire, 
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon, 
Vito Fortuna, Sam Howard, 
Jr., Betty Braun, Deanne 
Va l e n c i a , S i s t e r M a r y 
Emmanuel, Katie Frank, 
Adelaide George, Beverley 
Davis, Maryanne Polidoro, 
John Fender, 

Saints We Celebrate
January 7, Praises of John the Baptist
January 15, Our Lady of the Seeds
January 17, Saint Anthony the Great of the Desert 
(+356)
January 18, Saint Athanasius, Patriarch of  
  Alexandria (+377)

Chair of Peter in Rome
January 22, Saint Timothy, Disciple of Saint Paul
January 25, Conversion of Saint Paul
January 28, Saint Ephrem, Confessor (+373)
February
February 2, Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple
February 5, Saint Agatha, Martyr
February 9, Saint Maron



January 06, 07& 10 Intention Donor

Saturday, 4 PM Strength and Peace for Peter Fallat

Sunday, 11 AM +Elias Aghnatious Mimo & Ghassan Eid

Sunday, 7 PM Living & Deceased Family & Friends of Joe Andy & Ceil Frisari

Wednesday, 7 PM NO LITURGY

January 13, 14&17

Saturday, 4 PM Living & Deceased Family & Friends of Jim & Jennie Andy & Ceil Frisari

Sunday, 11 AM +Joseline Buck, 4th Anniversary Scott Herr

Sunday, 7 PM +Paul Stegall Bridget Nevin

Wednesday, 7 PM Living & Deceased Family & Friends of Diane Andy & Ceil Frisari

Mass Intentions

Feast New Testament Gospel

Epiphany of the Lord Tit. 2:11-15 - 3:1-7 Luke 3:15-22

English Marlene Saad

Arabic Ramiz Askar

Liturgical Readings

Liturgical Items

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers 

To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use 
the envelope provided at the entrance.  Donation is $5.00. The 
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru Saturday. 
The Sanctuary Candle burns In Memory of +Christian Gordon, by Dr. 
John and Mrs. Joanna Davis. 

New! To review the readings 
online, go here.

http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/
http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/


Church Offerings and Attendance

December 31 Saturday 4 PM Sunday 11 AM Sunday 7 
PM

Total Budget +/- Wed. 7 PM

People 70 60 42 172 160 12 0

Collection $742.00 $1174.00 $642.00 $2558.00 $2,667.00 -$109.00 0

Average  per person $10.60 $19.57 $15.29 $14.87 Holy Hour —

Building Fund 0 0 0 0 Ramsho 3

Average 0 0 2558 YEAR TO DATE $137,875.00

New Year’s Day $302.00 302 0

Average Attendance 60 79 34 139

Attendance Year to Date 

4:00 PM   3012 
11:00 AM   3939 
7:00 PM   1687 
Wednesday 7 PM    826 
First Sunday    223 
Holy Day     198 
Ramsho     106 
Adult Education    248 
Special Liturgy    367 
Funerals     315 
Weddings       55 

Attendance

How are these totals calculated? 

One total graphed to the left is through donations each week. 

The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.

Date Emails Sent Opened % Opened

December 31 519 436 37.9%

December 24 512 420 43.5%

Difference 5 16 5.6%



Scripture Readings for Sunday 

Feast of the Glorious Epiphany of our Lord 

Letter to Titus 2,11-15.3,1-7.  

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 

training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live 
lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 
for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
Declare these things; exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one look down on 
you.  
Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for 
every good work, 
to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarrelling, to be gentle, and to show every courtesy 
to everyone. 
For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions 
and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating one another. 
But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Saviour appeared, 
he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but 
according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 
This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. 

Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke 3,15-22.  

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 
John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat 
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s 
wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, 
added to them all by shutting up John in prison. 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, 
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 





An Old Testament Reflection for the Feast

Sirach 24:1 - 11

Wisdom sings her own praises, among her own people she proclaims her glory. In the 

assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth, in the presence of his host she tells of 

her glory: 

“From the mouth of the Most High I came forth, and covered the earth like a mist. 

In the heights of heaven I dwelt, and my throne was in a pillar of cloud. 

The vault of heaven I compassed alone, and walked through the deep abyss. 

Over waves of the sea, over all the land, over every people and nation I held sway. 

Among all these I sought a resting place. In whose inheritance should I abide? 

“Then the Creator of all gave me his command, and my Creator chose the spot for my 

tent. 

He said, ‘In Jacob make your dwelling, in Israel your inheritance.’ 

Before all ages, from the beginning, he created me, and through all ages I shall not cease 

to be. 

In the holy tent I ministered before him, and so I was established in Zion. 

In the city he loves as he loves me, he gave me rest; in Jerusalem, my domain.

Pot Luck Luncheon  
January 7, 2018

      Meats		  Side Dishes/Salads	     Desserts


    Supplied 	 	 	 	 A - L	 	 	 	 	 	 M - Z

     by Gift		 	 	 	 	



Ashy Pavilion  

Please remember that 
registered and supporting 

parishioners are free to use 
the Ashy Pavilion for family 

events, reunions, parties, 
etc. Others are welcome to 

rent the facilities. More 
information? Contact 
Richard Wickett here. 

  
Coffee Socials  

If you would like to sponsor 
a Coffee Social In Memory 

Of or In Honor Of someone, 
please call or email the 

office to let us know. 
  

Wickett Hall 

Newly refurbished Wickett 
Hall can be used by our 

registered and supporting 
parishioners for family 

events, reunions, etc. Others 
may request permission to 

rent the Hall. Contact 
Richard Wickett. 

Masses Online 

Where to go to Mass when 
traveling? Look here! 

MassTimes.org 
The Catholic Directory 

Parishes Online 

Birthdays 

January
6, Bud Cheshire
7, B J Dursse
8, Gabriel Sijon
12 Ted Bibbes
13, Jadin Michael Nassif
14, Elias Jowdy
16, Mary Anne Vicaro
16, Benjamin Jonathan Saad
16, Michael Saad
20, Elizabeth Gallagher
21, Zaid Qattan
21, Ramza Sleiman

Anniversaries
February
7, George and Huda Yacu
9, Billy and Helen Rouch
14, Bill and Mary Anne McAfee
19, Leroy and Marie Howard

Necrology
December 
+Philip Joseph Howard, Jr., January 7, 
2007
+Evelyn Ghannam, January 20, 2010
+Madeline Majeed Issa, January 28, 2008 

Video on the life of Saint Sharbel 
English subtitles. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka  
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the 
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Rafka 
Click here.

mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net
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